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Warner Krusell was born on 23 April 1927 in St Cloud, Minnesota.  Within a couple 
of years, the family moved to Minneapolis as his father took a job in the city police 
department.  A few years later the family moved to St. Paul for the same reason.  
Warner went to St. Paul Johnson High School until he was 16, and then left school 
for a job at Northwest Airlines as a stock clerk. 
In 1943, when he was 17, Warner enlisted in the US Navy; following Basic 
Training at Great Lakes Naval Training Center, in Chicago, he was sent to Point 
Montara Gunnery Range, California, for further training.  He was shipped out to the 
Pacific in summer 1945, and assigned to the USS LCS 27.  An LCS is a Landing Craft 
Support, a small ship that followed in at Pacific Ocean invasion points. 
USS LCS 27 saw action in early 1945 at the invasion of the Philippines.  
Warner joined the ship’s crew in summer as it was preparing for the invasion of 
Japan, scheduled for late 1945.  When the war with Japan ended in August 1945, USS 
LCS 27 helped to deliver US occupation forces to China. 
Warner was discharged from service in 1946.  After military service, he once 
again worked at Northwest Airlines, where he spent his entire career. 
 
At the time of this interview (2001), Warner lived in White Bear Lake, Minnesota, 
with his wife Aileen. 
 
Warner Krusell died 13 September 2011. 
 
After this interview, there is a brief World War II service history of USS LCS 27. 
 
 
Oral History Project: World War II Years, 1941-1946 - Warner Krusell 
Interview © 2002 by Thomas Saylor   2 
 
 
LCS(L)(3)-27, at anchor, date and place unknown.  Photo US Navy, now in the 
collections of the US National Archives. 
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Interview key: 
W: Warner Krusell 
D: Dan Borkenhagen 
[text] = words added by editor, either for clarification or explanation 
(***) = words or phrase unclear 
NOTE: interview has been edited for clarity 
 
Tape 1, Side A.  Counter begins at 000. 
 
D: My name is Dan Borkenhagen, and I’m sitting here interviewing Warner Krusell 
on the 16th of September, 2001 about his time during World War II.  Thank you very 
much for agreeing to do this interview. 
W: You’re welcome. 
D: I’m just going to start off with some general biography stuff so that we have this, 
for posterity shall we say.  Can you tell me when and where you were born? 
W: I was born April 23, 1927 in St. Cloud, Minnesota. 
D: And who were your parents? 
W: My father was Warner L. Krusell, and my mother was Ines M. Krusell. 
D: Now, did you live in St. Cloud for your entire childhood, or did you move around? 
W: No, we were only there for a couple years.  My dad was on the police force in St. 
Cloud.  Then he went to Minneapolis, he was on the police force there.  So I only was 
about two years old when we left St. Cloud. 
D: Then you moved to Minneapolis.  So you went to high school in Minneapolis as 
well? 
W: No, we were in Minneapolis until, I can’t tell you exactly when, but we might have 
left there in about 1933 or so and went to St. Paul.  My dad got promoted as a special 
agent on the Great Northern Railway.  And so we lived in St. Paul, over by Como 
Park. 
D: So you went to high school in St. Paul then? 
W: Yes, Johnson High School.  And I went to Cleveland Junior High and then Johnson. 
D: And when did you graduate high school then? 
W: I did not graduate.  I left school in the 10th grade. 
D: So you were how old then, 16? 
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W: In that age bracket, 15 or 16. 
D: What year would that have been? 
W: That would have been 1942. 
D: I’m actually going to take a step back here for a minute then.  What do you 
remember about the 7th of December, 1941, when you heard about Pearl Harbor? 
W: I was with some friends of mine on the East side of St. Paul.  We were, I think we 
had just got through playing baseball or something, and we were sitting at this one 
friend’s home.  It was around 12:30 or 1:00 in the afternoon on December 7th, and 
that’s when we heard about the bombing of Pearl Harbor.  At that time, I didn’t even 
know where Pearl Harbor was, as we found out later. 
D: And what was your immediate reaction to the event then? 
W: At that time, I didn’t really know how big it was or what, I didn’t have the 
slightest idea of what it all consisted of, being at that age. 
(A, 55) 
D: You were a freshmen in high school then, right? 
W: Yes. 
D: Do you remember your parent’s reaction when they heard the news, or when you 
came home and saw them? 
W: They really didn’t know either what to think of it right away until, this was on 
Sunday, December 7th.  So the immediate reaction started to show up later on, 
during that week. 
D: What happened during that week for you guys? 
W: That’s when President Roosevelt declared war on Japan and Germany at the 
same time.  Their reaction was, how terrible it was for a country to do that. 
D: As in, how terrible, do you mean by, that we would have to go through this war, 
or was do you think they were kind of opposed to it? 
W: No, I think they were opposed to war, any war, but they were ready for anything, 
anything the United States was going to do to protect us. 
D: I understand then.  So you were in high school for a year then while the war was 
going on.  What was high school like for you during that year? 
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W: It was, oh, we kept hearing stories about this and that as far as the war went.  
Then, at that age, when I was 16, that’s when we were just coming out of the 
Depression, you probably heard this.  So back then, to get a high school diploma, it 
wasn’t all that important.  At 16, I went to work for Northwest Airlines.  In October 
of 1943, I went to work for Northwest Airlines.  I worked there until the day I was 
17, and the day I was 17 I went into the Navy. 
D: So you were actually, during the war at the beginning, you spent a year in high 
school and then you spent about a year at Northwest Airlines? 
W: Yes, about six months at Northwest Airlines. 
D: What’d you do at Northwest Airlines? 
W: I started out as a stock clerk.  That’s what I was when I went into the Navy.  We 
can continue on, because I went back to the airlines after I got out of the Navy. 
D: You volunteered for the Navy, correct? 
W: Yes, I joined and enlisted the day I was 17. 
D: Was that the first day you could then? 
W: Yes, the first day I could, and I had to have my parent’s permission at that time. 
D: How did you go about asking your parents’ permission to join up to go off to the 
war? 
W: It wasn’t hard, because my dad was, we were all Americans and we figured we 
were, probably use the word united now, with that conflict that we have now [in the 
aftermath of the attack on New York and Washington on 11 September 2001].  That 
was kind of like we have now, but we backed the country all the way.  Everybody 
was gung ho as far as doing what they could for the country at that time. 
D: Had you seen any of your friends or anyone else go off to war before that?  Did 
you have any siblings or anything like that? 
W: My brother, one of my brothers was in the Army already.  He went into the Army, 
I think, in about 1942. 
D: Did you have any siblings then besides that older brother? 
W: No, I had another older brother, but he had one eye missing, so he, they would 
not take him into the service at that time. 
D: What did he do? 
W: What did he do? 
Oral History Project: World War II Years, 1941-1946 - Warner Krusell 
Interview © 2002 by Thomas Saylor   6 
D: Yeah, during the war. 
W: He was a machinist for the Great Northern Railway. 
D: You volunteered for the Navy correct? 
W: Correct. 
D: Why did you pick the Navy? 
W: Probably at that time, I loved ships, and it was just about ships, getting out to sea, 
rather than Army.  I figured I would like the Navy much better. 
D: Is there anything that you remember about the day that you enlisted?  Was it a 
calm day or anything that sticks out in your memory?  Was there any nervousness 
or anything like that? 
W: No, I was not nervous.  I was really excited about going in.  But my first day I was 
in the Navy, I was disappointed.  We had a physical, it was a hot day, and it was at 
Great Lakes [Naval Training Center in Chicago] that’s where I spent my boot camp.  
It was a hot day, and the first meal I had was beans.  The first thing I bit into was a 
rock.  (laughs) I was mad at the time, and I thought, “What did I do here, I enlisted in 
this.”  It’s more comical now, but that was my first day. 
D: All of a sudden the realization it wasn’t quite the adventure you had thought. 
W: Whoopie, you know. 
D: And you get rocks in your beans. 
W: Yeah. 
D: So you were sent right away after you enlisted to Great Lakes to train? 
W: Yes, for six weeks in boot camp. 
D: And where was that exactly? 
W: Great Lakes, Illinois. 
D: Was that, had you ever been outside of Minnesota before this time? 
W: Not really.  No, that was all new to me. 
D: So what was it like to see this new part of the country? 
W: Well, I was, it was in boot camp, and of course you’re restricted there as far as 
running around or anything like that.  I was, I was really excited and anxious, and I 
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did very well in boot camp.  Everything went real smooth.  Because prior to going 
into the Navy, I spent about six months in the Minnesota Home Guard.  It was a deal, 
forget everything that happened there.  But that gave me a little start on to learning 
how to handle guns, as far as marching, and the manual of arms, and stuff like that. 
(A, 156) 
D: Was that something that Minnesota had done once the war started? 
W: Yeah, I think they were called the Minnesota Home Guard, and we had like an old 
Army, World War I officer.  But it was interesting, and I learned different things 
there. 
D: So when you were sent to Basic Training, that went relatively well for you? 
W: Yeah, very well.  I was very happy in it.  And at one time, I thought I should have 
enlisted for 20 years.  Glad I didn’t now.  (laughs) 
D: How long did you enlist for? 
W: When you enlisted then, you enlisted for the duration and six months.  In other 
words, the war, you had to be in until the war ended, and six months. 
D: What did you anticipate for a length of the war?  Did you think it was going to go 
on for a while, or did you think…? 
W: I had no idea.  I had no idea at that time.  At that time they were fighting in 
Europe, and of course in Japan, in Asia, over there.  So I had no idea how long it 
would be going on. 
D: How did you feel being away from home, from your parents for the first time? 
W: I didn’t feel too bad as far as being homesick, at that time.  As it progressed on, 
then I got more homesick, once I got overseas. 
D: So you’d say Basic Training was a positive memory for you then? 
W: Oh yes.  Very good. 
D: Did you really start meeting guys, were you all from Minnesota there or…? 
W: A lot from Minnesota, and we had quite a few from North Carolina.  And they, 
they worked different down there than we did up here.  They didn’t know how to 
wash their uniforms clean like the rest of us did, and in boot camp and stuff like that.  
But they were all good people, we had a good company, and we taught them our 
ways, (laughs) you know, doing it the right way.  So it went good.  I enjoyed boot 
camp.  We had, our CPO, that’s our Chief Petty Officer, he’s in charge of everything.  
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He was very gung ho on athletics, so we won the Great Lakes athletic award for that 
time, when all the other boot camps were there. 
D: What kind of a competition was it?  Was it all-around? 
W: It was track, some track events, and baseball.  He got us into everything, and 
when he talked, we listened. 
D: This is a man that made an impression on you then? 
W: He was a good, a good fellow, what you’d call in the Army, a good sergeant. 
D: While you were at boot camp, was there much contact between different groups, 
minorities at all? 
W: Nothing, absolutely nothing.  There was, when you are referring to minorities 
now, in the Navy, when I went in, your persons that were black, they were strictly 
held to what they called steward’s jobs and… what else?  [That’s all] at that time, but 
it changed very shortly after I was in.  But in our camp now, there was no big 
question, because there was no trouble at that time as far as, you know, the 
difference.  We didn’t have that problem because, well, you might say it this way, 
they were held down to certain jobs. 
D: Were they even at your camp really then, or were they on your camp and they 
were only stewards? 
W: We had, as a matter of fact, Dan, I’d have to say I didn’t see one at Great Lakes at 
that time.  I saw them later when I got out to the gunnery range out in California, 
when I went out there.  As we go on, I can tell you about that. 
D: So after your training then, you were shipped somewhere or what? 
W: I was shipped out to Point Montara, California. 
D: Where was this then? 
W: That’s 23 miles south of San Francisco, on the Bayshore Highway. 
D: What year was this? 
W: That was 1944.  They had a gunnery that was called Point Montara, it’s close to a 
little town called Half Moon Bay, that’s a Spanish town down south of Frisco.  They 
put up this gunnery range here facing the ocean.  When you were shooting at 
targets, whatever you were shooting at, was a wide open area, and into the ocean.  I 
spent… there again, don’t test me on my timing, now… I spent probably five, six 
months there at Point Montara, and I went through a lot of the gunnery practices 
around there, getting qualified on 20 millimeter anti-aircraft [gun], and three inch 
.50, that’s the bigger one, stuff like that. 
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D: So you were training to be a gunnery person? 
W: Well, at that time, at that time, that was, I think most, alot of sailors had to go 
there, just to get that training.  I was part of their, (***) at that time.  So, should I go 
on, where I kept going? 
D: Sure. 
W: After my orders came, I got sent to Schumacher, California.  That’s a big de-
embarkation center for Navy personnel getting assigned to different ships all over.  
Then I got assigned, I did not get assigned yet, I got put on a, what we called a troop 
ship.  We got sent over, and our first stop was Hawaii.  The day we were there was in 
April, and I can’t give you the date but it was 1945 now.  Yeah, that would be April of 
’45, because that was the day President Roosevelt died.  Yeah, he died I think in the 
middle of April. 
D: Yeah, the 12th of April. 
W: Okay, the 12th.  I’ll never forget that, because we never even got off the ship, but 
looking at the stern of the ship, that we called the fantail or the back end, the flag 
was flying at half mast.  That’s a memory of mine that I have carried now for a long 
time. 
(A, 254) 
D: So when you were getting ready for that, you all of a sudden heard that President 
Roosevelt died, or how did it work? 
W: Yeah, we were going in, and I think the ship only tied in there to take on supplies, 
maybe food and stuff like that, oil and stuff like that, and that’s when we heard.  And 
that night, the reason I remember this is, they had a boxing match.  They used to call 
them smokers, and at that time I smoked.  I smoked.  Not in front of my dad, because 
he was back home.  But anyway, cigarettes then were 50 cents a carton, and they 
hadn’t paid us.  So I had to have those cigarettes, and they had a boxing match.  So 
we had a fight on top of the ring, and I was fighting this Marine.  The winner got two 
cartons of cigarettes, and the other guy got one.  So I lost. 
D: You got your carton though? 
W: I got my carton, so that’s what I remember about President Roosevelt, or about 
the day he passed away.  So then we got put on the troop ship.  The first island we 
hit then was Eniwetok [in the Marshall Islands]. 
D: This is out in the Pacific somewhere then? 
W: Out in the Pacific, right.  Never even got off the ship there; it was just a small 
island.  I suppose, here again, they were getting supplies or something like that.  
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When I actually got off the ship was on the little island of Morotai [in the Molucca 
Sea, Dutch East Indies].  Morotai is, direction-wise, a little east of New Guinea.  I 
liked Morotai.  I got on an airplane, in a C-46, a little two-engine airplane there.  I 
flew from Morotai to Hollandia, no excuse me, from Morotai to a little island on the 
southern tip of New Guinea called Windi, Windi Island.  And that’s where I landed, 
and that’s where I picked up the ship I got assigned to.  The ship I got assigned to 
was an LCS.  LCS #27.  LCS is landing craft support.  That ship was 170 feet long and 
it had a beam of about 50 feet.  There was 70 of us guys, 70 men on it including our 
officers.  That’s where I picked up that ship there.  The ship was in there for repairs, 
because it got sunk, January 15th [1945], before I was assigned to the ship.  It got 
sunk at Subic Bay [Philippines] on the invasion, that ship was used as a… 
D: An invasion ship? 
W: Yes, because it had a flat, shallow bottom, and you could bring, they actually sunk 
it in six feet of water.  A Japanese suicide boat hit the ship, and sunk it there.  They 
sunk it, they towed it, or however they got it to New Guinea, and then that was 
repaired there, and that was when I got assigned to the ship there.  That would be 
August [1945].  The ship got hit on January 15th ’45, and that’s where I’m a little 
mixed.  I might have got on the ship (pauses three seconds) maybe in June of ’45. 
D: Okay.  What was your role on that ship? 
W: I was a seaman.  I was a seaman, and for general quarters, we all had an assigned 
positions for general quarters.  I was sight setter on the three-inch .50.  That’s, if you 
want to know the bore on that, that’s 3½ inches in diameter, a three-inch gun.  I was 
sight setter.  At that time, I was a Seaman First Class.  Actually, our duties was not 
too much then.  It was anything, painting, general maintenance if you want to call it 
that, but they needed it. 
D: That was your duty in case of combat then. 
W: Yeah, and if anything, I forget a lot of it now.  The maintenance of the ship, but 
there actually wasn’t, the ship coming out of repairs was in pretty good shape then.  
So we didn’t have much actual work, but we were out to sea most of the time, quite a 
bit of the time. 
D: So what was an average day like on board the ship? 
W: Oh, you’d probably stand a watch, maybe a four-hour watch. 
D: When would you wake up in the morning? 
W: Oh… 
D: Depended on shifts? 
Oral History Project: World War II Years, 1941-1946 - Warner Krusell 
Interview © 2002 by Thomas Saylor   11 
W: Depending on shifts, right.  If you had the midnight to four, that was one watch.  
Of course in the daytime you don’t have to have watches like they do at night.  The 
purpose of these watches was like, when we were in waters where there were 
mines and all of that, was to keep your eyes peeled for those.  We did blow up a 
couple of mines when we spotted them. 
D: Did you shoot at them, or how did you blow up the mines? 
W: When we first, the first mine we spotted was a round mine.  By putting, our B-
29s, they were either dropped, or I don’t know how they hit them in the water, 
because they were the round ones.  The first one we blew, it was maybe five 
hundred feet from the port side of the ship.  Of course we sounded general quarters, 
and I was at my position as sight setter on the three-inch .50.  The officer up on the 
conning tower, on the quarter deck, he took out his pistol, he thought he could shoot 
it with his .45 [caliber] pistol.  Well, you could see the bullets landing in the water.  
So another officer took out a 1903 Springfield, a .30 caliber.  With that .30 caliber he 
went in there, and he went boom, and that’s when I realized what a mine could do.  
My gosh, Dan, it blew.  I had on a helmet, because I had the headset on as a sight 
setter.  And a little piece of that metal bounced off my neck.  About that big and hot 
(makes small motion with fingers).  But the concussion.  The whole description was 
really fun.  That’s when you start knowing what a mine could do to a ship.  They 
gave, if our ship was to hit a mine, they gave us about five seconds and we’d be 
down, because our ship was not like a cruiser.  Our boiler plates were only.  I think, a 
quarter inch thick.  In other words, none.  A cruiser has ¾ inch, and I think ¾ inch is 
about as thick as they get. 
D: So what was the role of your ship during this time? 
(A, 351) 
W: The role of our ship…  Actually like the words LCS, Landing Craft Support, for 
support of invasions.  When we left Windi Island... yes, I’m getting my times a little 
better now, because when we left Windi, that’s in New Guinea, I think—they didn’t 
tell us—but I think our orders were, we were going to Okinawa, [to prepare] for the 
invasion of Japan.  For the invasion of the mainland of Japan [scheduled for late 
1945]. 
D: At this point Okinawa had already been taken? 
W: No, there was still fighting there, but we were on our way to Okinawa to form a 
task force for the main invasion of Japan.  In the interim there, that’s when a big 
hurricane hit Okinawa, killed many, it really wreaked havoc.  That’s when I saw the 
hurricane.  It looked like, from our ship, our ship looked like a little cork on the 
water there.  I asked, one of the old boatswain’s mates, I asked him, “How do you 
know when you’re in really rough water?”  He said, “When you see the yardarm at 
35 degrees, you’re in rough water.”  That hurricane in Okinawa, it was like that, 
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(cuckoo clock chimes in background) it was very, very bad.  There was a few ships 
that actually sunk on account of that. 
There was one APL, that’s an auxiliary personnel living, it’s just a floating 
barracks, no power, it’s generally towed.  When that hit some of that stuff, it flipped, 
and I forget how many people died on that one.  That was, yes.  Then, there were 
times when I might be a little off here, Dan, but either before the hurricane or right 
after, that’s when I was walking around on our ship and they had the radio on, and I 
heard that we had dropped the bomb on Hiroshima [6 August 1945].  And it threw 
me at that time, when I heard that I thought the radio man has some serial program 
on from back home, because I’d never heard of an atom bomb.  And truthfully, I 
didn’t know where Hiroshima was at that time.  And then, of course, as you know, 
then the war started to succeed.  So that’s, of course, then they called of the invasion 
of Japan.  And then we were assigned for mines, on the southern tip of Korea, 
because they claimed that the Japanese had laid a lot of mines there.  And also we 
did.  That was our duties then. 
D: So you never saw any combat situations. 
W: Pardon? 
D: Did you ever see any combat type situations? 
W: Not really, not really.  The only, on the island of Morotai, as I was telling you 
earlier, when we first hit there, we were sitting on the old palm tree stumps and 
they were showing a movie.  And it started raining real hard, but all of a sudden the 
search lights went up and the Japanese came over.  They were coming over from the 
island of Halmahera.  But they weren’t after us, wherever they went then I do not 
know, but as far as combat, none. 
D: Okay.  When you think about your time there, do you remember your impression 
of the Japanese and the Germans? 
W: Well, at that time, of course, I suppose like most people, we thought anybody 
with slant eyes was, you had to watch them.  You have to, don’t trust them.  And the 
Germans, I didn’t think too much of that.  I didn’t think too much of that at that time.  
I had no animosity against them, because that’s when I started to realize that the 
Nazi Party, that’s not the German people as a whole.  No, I had nothing against them. 
D: You do remember some impressions of distrust towards the Japanese people? 
W: No, well, yes in a way.  You figured, they’re sneaky and all of that, and that all 
came from the sneak attack, what we called it, on Pearl Harbor. 
D: Do you remember any information that you got from the Navy about the 
Japanese?  Did they ever show films or anything like that, in training? 
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W: No.  No, I never saw any of that.  The only thing is, when we were on our mine 
runs on the southern tip of Korea, we came into… there is a lot of small islands there.  
And we came into one bay area and there was, that was all Japanese there.  As a 
matter of fact there was a Japanese ship there, and I can’t tell you what type it was.  
We went, me and the boatswain’s mate and two other fellows, we went into a 
Japanese home.  Of course they were all bowing and looking at us, and they still had 
the Japanese flag on their wall over there.  So the boatswain’s mate went over and 
tore that off. 
D: As I’m following your service, when you were on the ship, you were headed 
towards Okinawa right around the time when the invasion was being planned.  You 
heard about the dropping of the bomb on Hiroshima. 
W: That’s right. 
D: And I’m assuming shortly after this you heard about the bombing of Nagasaki as 
well? 
W: Yes.  But that, yeah, we heard that, but I’ll tell you, Dan, I think most of us on the 
ship, we didn’t believe it.  Because no way could they have a bomb that could do that 
much destruction.  See, we’re used to the old 500 pound bombs that could cause a 
lot of damage, but nothing like an atom bomb. 
D: So the guys on the ship just kind of said, “Well, this is made up to be more than it 
really is?” 
W: Yeah.  Nobody was really excited.  I’m trying to think when we heard that the 
Japanese surrendered on, what ship was it, the [battleship] Missouri? 
D: Missouri, yes. 
W: Missouri.  Yeah, because like I told you, when I first heard that I thought it was a 
serial program like Buck Rodgers, or something from back in the States.  So I, yeah, I 
can’t tell you where we were when we actually heard that the war had ended.  I can’t 
tell you where I was, because I know, it seems like they sent us to Korea, and this 
was going to be our place for a while. 
D: Did you ever have any idea that your ship might be involved in the invasion of 
Japan? 
W: Oh yeah. 
D: That’s kind of the impression that people had? 
W: Oh definitely, oh yeah, we figured that, like I said, I never, I had no fear because 
I’d never see any as far as combat experience like that. 
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D: Were there any guys on your ship afraid at all? 
W: Oh yes, the ones that were on it when it was hit from the ship, the suicide boat hit 
it in Subic Bay.  They were very, very leery.  As a matter of fact, one time when we 
were in an uncharted mine field on the southern tip of Korea, and the captain called 
us topside, and he said, “We’re in uncharted waters.  We’re in a minefield and we do 
not have the location for them.”  So in our ship we had rockets, we also had rockets 
on our ship.  So what the captain did was, he kept a straight course and he fired the 
rockets in case there was any mines there.  After we got out of there and we figured 
we were clear, we were more or less either anchored or slowed up.  But one of the 
fellows that was on it when the suicide boat hit, he looked over the side of the ship, 
and I was on the fantail, and he turned kind of white.  He says, “Mine.”  And so, there 
again, I hadn’t seen much, so I ran up there and I looked down and I said, “I think 
you’re right.”  But it turned out to be, it was a big jellyfish that was about three feet 
under the water, and it looked brown and it looked round at the time.  Yeah, he was 
very scared, because they saw quite a bit there in that one episode in Subic Bay. 
(A, 460) 
D: So did you see, you guys did this duty up until 1945 when the surrender 
happened.  Do you remember the reaction of those around you when you first heard 
that the Japanese surrendered on V-J Day? 
W: Oh, you mean other people? 
D: Yeah, what was their reaction, what was your reaction on that day? 
W: Well, we were all happy and, of course, your first reaction is, we’re all going 
home tomorrow.  That don’t happen.  It don’t happen that way.  We were probably 
also surprised that, we didn’t know what to say, you know, at the time.  But me, it 
didn’t bother me, because I thought, boy, this could be a whole mass of ships going 
in there and all that.  Thank God it didn’t happen that way. 
D: While you were in the service, do you remember any of that—we had talked 
about a little bit of it earlier—do you remember seeing then some of the different 
ethnic groups coming in contact? 
W: Different what? 
D: Different minorities and blacks and whites coming in contact? 
W: Oh. 
D: You said you remembered seeing some of that but it was pretty much segregated. 
W: Not really, but when I was in Point Montara, California, I was going through 
gunnery training, but also I had a, you also had your other job.  So I was striking to 
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become a cook.  I didn’t know what I was going to do.  But that’s where I, if you want 
say, had contact.  Of course your black people then were all stewards.  And of course 
if you’re a cook or a steward, you’re generally up early, because if you’re a cook, 
you’re cooking the breakfast early and all of that.  So anyway, but they more or less 
kept by themselves, and we kept by ourselves.  But we had no problems.  There was 
none of this… 
D: Conflict between people. 
W: No, none of them looking at us in a strange way or, we had no problems. 
D: It was just, things were kept pretty separate by the Navy? 
W: Oh yeah.  They were kept separate, but, yeah, that’s only the (***).  Like on our 
ship, now, there were only 70 of us men.  We had not one black person, no. 
D: Did you ever come into, or did you ever see people come into contact with women 
during your time in the military? 
W: With who? 
D: With women.  In any official capacity? 
W: No, not really. 
D: Was there any individuals or people that you met during your time in the Navy 
that really had an impact on you?  Any officers or just buddies on the ship or 
something. 
W: Well, the officer.  The captain of our ship, his name was Bledsoe, he was from 
Texas.  Of course he was our captain and I thought he was real old, he was 25, or 26 
at the time.  He was 6’2”, and he liked to box.  And I was the tallest man on my 
ship—I was 6’2” and weighed 155.  Believe it or not.  So he looked at me and he said, 
“Warner, we’re going to have our exercise together.”  And of course, you don’t talk 
back to an officer.  So he said, “We’re going to spar, just spar around and box.”  He 
loved to spar around.  And I said, “Okay,” you know.  You didn’t dare to say no.  But 
anyway, he made an impression on me, he was a good Joe; easy to get along with.  Of 
course, our boatswain’s mate, he was a second class boatswain’s mate.  He was real 
old, he was 27.  (laughs) And his whole life was Navy, see, he was going to a lifer in 
the Navy.  And he was strictly Navy, and he was good.  He knew the duties and he 
put them to us seamen and we followed suit.  So that was one on board ship.  And I 
refer to the ship, because I spent probably most of my time there. 
D: What was the name of your ship? 
W: It had no name, it was LCS 27.  And then, there again, in Korea, we went up to 
Seoul, or Jansen, Korea.  It was in the fall or the winter of ’45, and that’s when 
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(pauses three seconds), I think that’s when some of the older men on the ship started 
to…  They used to have to have enough points to get sent home, for discharge.  And 
some of them were going to be discharged.  And there again, then we went up to 
Qingdao, China, and that’s where I left that ship.  I got it straight now, Dan.  We went 
up to Qingdao, China, and that ship was going to continue on to go back to the States, 
but all of us people that did not have enough points were taken off there.  So I got 
taken off at Qingdao, China.  And I had some, the word LCVP is Landing Craft Vehicle 
Personnel.  That’s a landing thing, just for smaller stuff to land, in the invasion and 
all that.  I had a little experience on those, so they made me a coxswain on a LCVP, in 
Qingdao. 
And Qingdao was a city laid out, you have an inner harbor and an outer 
harbor.  The big ships could not go into the inner harbor, so they used these LCVPs, 
and we’d haul liberty parties off the ships to go into Qingdao, and back and forth and 
all of that.  So then I got assigned there.  Being assigned there, we were on land.  We 
even built our own barracks there for us guys that were doing that.  And one of the 
first ships I got assigned to, to work off of, was the Blackhawk.  The Blackhawk was 
at the oldest ship at that time in the Navy.  It was an auxiliary repair ship and at that 
time it was 26 years old.  I think it had been, in World War I.  Anyway, one night I 
had my LCVP (***) because we were going to sleep on the Blackhawk, and there the 
China Sea gets pretty rough and the breakers were coming in, and they were big 
ones.  I didn’t know, but at four o’clock in the morning they woke me and they said, 
“Coxswain, LCVP so and so, report to the fantail; your little craft is sinking.”  And at 
four o’clock in the morning looking down from the deck of the stern of the 
Blackhawk, that thing looked like a little canoe down there.  So we went, me and my 
fireman and my bow hook, we went down the Jacobs Ladder, they had a Jacobs 
Ladder where you go down, and we cranked here up and started for shore.  We were 
only about, maybe two miles, three miles from shore.  And we didn’t quite make it, 
because the breakers come in.  Because the last liberty party I took aboard the 
Blackhawk that night, they were all eating peanuts, and the sailors threw the shells, 
and instead of throwing them over the side, they threw them on the deck and my 
pump, my bilge pump got full of those and couldn’t pump the water out.  Yeah, 
finally she went down.  They sent out a whale boat and picked us up. 
D: So you guys had been swimming while your ship was sinking, or what? 
W: Yeah, the LCVP, she started taking on water.  But that marine diesel [engine], I 
had her, she was running.  Pretty soon she was going (makes little put-put engine 
sound).  And she’d had it.  She sunk this way, with the metal ramp up here (gestures 
to show how she had sunk) and my bow hook, when he jumped off to go on the whale 
boat, he got his foot between the ramp and the bow, and smashed his foot pretty 
good.  The next, day, he was on his way home to the States, and he waved at me as 
he was going by.  I thought, he’s a lucky guy.  So anyway, that was in Qingdao.  And I 
was in Qingdao until I got my orders to come back home. 
Qingdao was a beautiful city. It was, I think I’ve got it right, it was leased by 
the Germans in 1898, and built up European style.  It was kind of a resort city and it 
was beautiful.  They had the half moon bricks on their buildings like they did in 
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Europe, and of course when the Japanese, or the Chinese rather, they lived different 
than we do.  They got in those homes and all that, they had probably 20 people 
living in a place like that, not even as big as this house.  But anyway, that’s Qingdao, 
and when I got enough time, enough points, they put me on a troop ship and I came 
back, and I wound up in San Francisco again.  And that’s where I got sent home there 
for discharge.  I got discharged over here in Minneapolis. 
D: When you were in the service, do you remember going to some of these places 
like Qingdao for leave or liberty?  Do you have any memories of those types of 
things? 
W: Where? 
D: Did you have any official leave time while you were in the Navy, to go 
somewhere? 
W: Not really.  The only leave I ever got in the Navy was when I was out of boot 
camp, and I got a week or ten days leave before I got shipped out to California. 
D: What did you do on that time? 
W: Well, it was just home with the parents.  With the parents, saw some of my 
buddies, running around like kids will do. 
D: What about any liberty time, did you get to see some of the cities? 
W: Oh yeah.  Qingdao, like I told you Dan, was a beautiful city.  You had a Russian 
sector there-- 
End of Side A.  Side B begins at counter 000. 
W: Those, they were, we called them White Russians.  Those were the Russians that 
left Russia during the Russian Revolution, I think around 1904, in that area.  And a 
lot of them migrated to different areas.  Well, there was a big Russian sector in 
Qingdao.  And I spent (pauses three seconds) Easter Sunday with, I’d have to say ’45, 
Easter Sunday 1946, with a Russian family.  They, the Russians, these were the, I’d 
have to say, the more, they were Christians like we are.  And their Easter was very, 
very important to them.  And the dinner we had was with this very exclusive 
Russian family that I got to know.  They had the dinner there, I’ll never forget it, they 
had a pig with an apple in his mouth.  And oh boy, I thought well I really, my skipper, 
I call him my skipper, he really, he liked me and that’s how he got me over there 
with these people.  But I got to know these Russian people, and they were nice 
people.  Matter of fact, when their daughter, their daughter had been in the Japanese 
prison camp, and when she came back…  I don’t know how I got involved, I might 
have took her from the LCVP and then in a Jeep over to her parents.  When she 
showed me where to go and I saw this home, and iron gates, and it was really, really 
big time.  So anyway, that’s some of my experiences there in Qingdao. 
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D: Did you get to meet any other people or was this Russian family the most 
memorable? 
W: Well, another memorable one was…  I had a jeep in the motor pool.  We also had 
the boat pool and the motor pool.  So I had a Jeep or a weapons carrier.  And this one 
day, I was taking three officers.  We were going inland because we had heard that 
Confucius was buried in the Shandong province there.  You had to drive out there, 
and I drove, and the road was not good.  And we came around this one bend in the 
mountain area, and the tire was half, almost half of the tire was on the edge, and 
down there was a lot of feet.  The officers, they said, “Hold it.  We’ll get out.”  And 
they said, “We’ll meet you over there.”  And I snuck her around, and she stayed, but 
you wouldn’t catch me on there now.  Of course I was only eighteen at that time. 
D: They could get you to do it back then, huh? 
W: But we never did find his shrine, because they said it was there, but to this day I 
can’t prove it.  But I did hear from other people that he was buried in the Shandong 
province there. 
D: Did you enjoy getting out to see some of the sites in those areas? 
W: Oh yes.  Yes, I have some Japanese, Chinese money printed on American bank 
notes, printed back in either 1910, 1920, around that time.  I got that from a young 
boy, sitting in front of Marine headquarters.  He came up and he couldn’t talk, he had 
a little note here.  It said on there that the Japanese had cut his tongue out, because 
they caught him stealing coal on the railroad tracks.  So he had this little lot of 
money there, and it was worthless as far as any buying power was concerned, but I 
gave him fifty cents, either a quarter or fifty cents.  Back then that was big money, 
and I still have that, still have some of that. 
D: What was it like trying to stay in contact with people from back home while you 
were in the Navy?  Did you write letters a lot? 
W: No.  I was never a good letter writer.  If I wrote anything it would be on a post 
card.  When I’d send my mother anything, it would be on a post card.  One of the first 
ones I sent her was, “Mom, send me some money.”  That’s about what I sent. 
D: Did they send you letters or packages or anything like that? 
W: Yeah, she, not so much packages, I think maybe one time, maybe cookies.  But no, 
not too much of that, no. 
D: Did you notice a lot of your friends doing a lot of corresponding or anything like 
that? 
W: Not that, I couldn’t really depict on it too much. 
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D: What kind of, what did you do to keep up on information from back home?  Did 
you read any papers like Stars and Stripes or anything? 
W: No, we didn’t have those.  On our ship we didn’t have them.  The only info we’d 
get was off the radio. 
D: Was there military radio programs that you listened to? 
W: That was through our radio shack, through our radio operator.  He could dial in 
on a certain frequency and pick up some, I forget that one station.  But that was, we 
couldn’t pipe it over the ship, like some could.  It wasn’t like they had speakers all 
over the ship, you had to be by the radio shack to hear that on our ship.  Our ship 
was not big, Dan.  In comparison to a lot, we were small. 
D: So you were discharged in 1946, correct? 
W: I was discharged from the Navy on June 6, 1946.  I remember that. 
D: What was it like, first getting out into civilian life for you?  Do you remember that 
first day you came out? 
W: Yes I do.  I got discharged over at Wold Chamberlain, which is now the 
Minneapolis International Airport.  My mother and dad and my sister met me as I 
come out the gate.  That was very touching then, because I had not seen them in a 
couple years.  I forget, my dad, when he saw me, he ran up and kissed me.  (***).  So 
it was very…  I’ll never forget that. 
D: What was the first thing you did then, when you got back?  Was there a place you 
went or did you go straight home?  What did you do on that first day? 
W: Truthfully, Dan, I say, I just went home and just talked to the parents, and 
brothers and sisters.  I think my one brother was home then.  He had been working.  
I don’t know as far as, my older brother was a machinist, I think I told you.  He went 
from St. Paul up to Duluth, because he was a machinist on the railroads.  I don’t 
know if he was home right at that time when I got discharged. 
D: What was it like for you to readjust to civilian life after spending this time on a 
ship, with different people and different experiences? 
W: It wasn’t too bad for me.  I only ran around for a couple of weeks, then I went 
back to the airlines to get my job back.  They had a layoff at that time, so I didn’t 
have enough seniority to get back with them there.  So then, going back, I told you 
earlier I only went through the 10th grade.  Then I made I up my mind, I went four 
years to Rasmussen Business College, took accounting, truthfully Dan, I did not 
know what I was going to do yet.  And then I got back at the airlines.  I told you, I 
was a stock clerk.  So I wanted advance, that’s why I took accounting, because 
accountants used to be pretty good stuff.  So, in the meantime, I also got my federal 
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license as a, what you call your A and P license, Aircraft and Powerplant, they used 
to call them A and E, Aircraft and Engine.  I went and got that, and then I went into 
mechanical.  I became a mechanic at Northwest.  In ’57 I became a mechanic, and 
then I went up to crew chief, I made crew chief, and then the last five years, I worked 
up in their tower as a maintenance coordinator for the pilots.  Whenever they’d have 
a maintenance problem, they’d call me and I’d try to help them out.  So anyway, 
that’s where I furthered my education areas, like I told you.  At that time, when I was 
sixteen, you were expected to go out and work, to help, because things were tough. 
D: Did you keep in contact with any of the guys that you met during the war? 
W: Not really.  No. 
D: When you came back, and first saw your neighborhood, community, family, did 
you notice anything had changed about it since you left?  Do you think the war 
changed things at all? 
W: Yes.  The first thing I noticed was they started making cars again.  Of course cars 
were at a premium then.  If you had anything that rolled, you could get whatever 
you asked for it.  Of course I couldn’t afford a car at that time.  That I noticed, 
because during the war they’d stopped; all the automobile makers were making 
planes or building airplanes, tanks, and all that. 
D: Did you notice anything in the people that had changed at all?  Did you see that 
maybe people had come together more during the war? 
W: Well maybe, yeah, I realize that now.  At that time I didn’t.  But I realize it now.  
One of the old sayings from some guy was, “Maybe it will take another war to bring 
us back together again.”  And there’s a lot of truth in that.  Because people do, just 
like this problem we have here in New York [referring to attacks of 11 September 
2001].  So anyway, as far as the airlines, I spent my whole life there.  I had 46 years 
there when I retired. 
D: That’s a long career. 
W: And I enjoyed it.  I liked my job at the airlines. 
D: The last couple questions I have for you kind of take the whole thing, try to look 
back on it now.  What did the war mean for you personally back then?  Did it change 
you as a person, do you think? 
W: I think it made you grow up, to realize, you know, values.  Although I had a good 
bringing up with my parents, and they taught me good morals and religion. 
D: When you look back on it now, has anything changed about your perspective on 
the war do you think, from then?  How do you feel now about the war? 
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W: You’re referring to World War II? 
D: Yeah. 
W: The thing I was very dubious about, and I didn’t know nothing about it, because I 
wasn’t over there in Germany was that they had all these concentration camps and 
all of that.  And I kept telling, asking myself, “Why, why?”  Because I had always 
thought of the German people as a very intelligent race.  And how they can allow this 
to happen.  So right away, you keep hearing, well the average German didn’t know it 
was going on.  I believed that at first, but as I got older, I read the book The Rise and 
Fall of the Third Reich by William Shirer, and he went into details on that pretty 
good, and that gave me a better understanding of that.  That’s one thing that, why 
did they allow that to happen. 
D: Those are the questions I have.  I guess I’d just kind of like to open it up in case 
there’s anything that you’d like to share, that I maybe missed.  Was there a memory 
that you have, or a story or any kind of detail that you think is important about this 
time that I just didn’t get to with my questions? 
W: You mean when I was in the service? 
D: Yeah, or any time during the war to be honest. 
W: (pauses five seconds) Well, Dan, like I told you, I never realized what a mine could 
do, until I saw my first one go off.  That uniform I got there (points at uniform), is 
what we called dress blues.  The Navy don’t give you those, you buy them.  That’s 
China surge, and in other words… at that time I paid $40 for that uniform.  For you 
and I, that’d be like you spending $400.  Anyway, the way you pressed them, the way 
pressed your clothes was you folded them inside out and you slept on them.  You 
have your mattress, your hammock, and you slept on them.  When I got aboard ship, 
I always told the guys, I said, “If we ever hit a mine, I’m going to get those blues.”  
And all the oldtimers, they laughed, they said, “Yeah, you’ll get them, all right.”  After 
I saw my first mine go, I could care less about those dress blues. 
D: Thank you very much. 
W: Thank you. 
 
END OF INTERVIEW 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF U.S.S. LCS 27 
 
By Risley Lawrence, C.O., and Harry Meister, Engineering Officer 
 
SOURCE: http://www.navsource.org/archives/10/05/050027.htm  
Last accessed 23 Jan 2016. 
 
The USS LCS(L) 27 was commissioned on August 31, 1944 at the Commercial Iron 
Works, Portland, Oregon.  She was assigned to Flotilla One, Seventh Fleet, Task 
Force 78.3.8, along with LCSs  7, 8, 26, 48 and 49. 
 
Shake down was completed in September 1944 at San Diego, California. 
 
On January 29, 1945, LCS 27 supported landings at San Antonio, Luzon, Philippine 
Islands.  There was no resistance to the landings.  On the next day she supported 
landings at Subic Bay and Grande Island, Luzon, P.I.  There was no resistance to 
these landings either.  The Japanese were retreating. 
 
On February 13 in Manila Bay, Luzon, LCS 27, in company with LCS 26, engaged in 
pre-invasion mine clearing operations, by following the mine sweepers and 
destroying all floating mines cut loose by the sweeps.  In two days LCS 27 destroyed 
53 mines.  At one point, she came under fire from a Japanese battery on Corregidor, 
which was promptly put out of action with help from a destroyer. Later on the 
second day, LCS 27 came to the aid of two destroyers which had struck mines near 
Mariveles.  The two destroyers were able to proceed on their own power, although 
badly damaged. 
 
On February 15, LCS Flotilla 1 provided inshore support for the landings at 
Mariveles Harbor.  Only minor opposition was encountered but one LSM struck a 
mine.  At the end of the day, LCS Flotilla One anchored as a screen across the mouth 
of Mariveles Bay. 
 
On February 16, at approximately 0320, the Flotilla was attacked by about 30 
suicide boats, and by heavy shore-based gunfire that appeared to come from Cabello 
Island.  In a matter of minutes LCSs 7, 26 and 49, after receiving multiple hits, were 
sunk with the loss of around 75 lives, with many more wounded.  LCS 27 managed 
to sink 4 suicide boats before the fifth blew up along the port side causing extensive 
damage, resulting in flooding.  The ship was saved from sinking by beaching it in 
Mariveles Bay.  Pharmacist Mate First Class George Oliver Turner and Seaman First 
Class William Dudley Whaley were killed as a result of the action.  A large 
percentage of our crew was wounded. The more seriously wounded and the dead 
were taken off.  LCS 27 was out of action for the landings which took place on 
Corregidor that day. 
 
On February 17, salvage efforts on LCS 27 failed when the salvage tug struck a mine 
as it was coming alongside.  The entire crew was removed and taken to Subic Bay. 
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The Commanding Officer and the Gunnery Officer along with more than a third of 
the crew were found unfit for further service and assigned to the hospital ship for 
care and return to the States. 
 
From March through June temporary repairs were made to LCS 27 in Subic Bay.  
Further repairs in dry dock were performed in Leyte Gulf.  The final repairs and 
refitting were conducted in Mios Wendi, New Guinea. 
 
In July, LCS 27 was assigned duty to escort 4 LCTs from Hollandia to Subic Bay.  In 
August at Illo Illo, Panay, LCS 27 engaged in training exercises with troops for the 
invasion of Japan.  A-bombs were dropped on Japan and peace declared. 
 
In September and October, LCS 27, in company with other LCSs, performed mine 
search and destroy missions in the Yellow Sea.  Ports of call in Korea included 
Inchon and Pusan.  The 27 was the first American ship to return to Tientsen, China 
to support the 3rd Marine Division occupation to intern the Japanese troops there. 
 
In November, LCS 27 called at Qingdao, China before being recalled to the States.  In 
December, there was a stop in Saipan for fuel and water. 
 
In early 1946, LCS 27 successfully rode out a typhoon on the return trip to Pearl 
Harbor, and a February storm before reaching the United States and crossing the 
Columbia Bar.  The ship returned to Portland, Oregon for "mothballing" and 
decommissioning. 
 
(History submitted by the authors on 3-25-2002) 
